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resisting the encroachments of the Protestants, to take posses-
sion of the territory until the question was settled.

The Possessioners refused to admit these pretensions. Not
only was the Emperor's Court notoriously partial in questions
of this kind, but it was supposed that he was determined to set
aside the grants of his predecessors, and that he would himself
lay claim to Cleves as a fief vacant by default of male heirs.
The Archduke, supported by a force which he had raised with
the assistance of the League, obtained possession of the town
of Juliers, by means of the treachery of the commander of the
garrison, but was unable to advance further in the face of the
forces of the Possessioners. These princes, on the other hand,
appealed to foreign powers for aid in a struggle by which the
interests of the whole of Western Europe were affected.

The King of France had 'already declared himself in their
favour. When he first heard of the death of the Duke, he at
^             once said that he would never permit such an im-
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sioners sup- portant position to fall into the hands of the House
Fhf Kinb/of of Austria. He openly declared that he was ready
France, to assjst fat Possessioners, not because he cared who
obtained the inheritance, but because he would not allow either
Austria or Spain to establish itself at his gates.1 At the same
time he ordered his troops to march towards the frontier, in
order to assure the German Protestants that he did not intend
to desert their cause.

The assistance of the Dutch, in a cause which interested
them so deeply, might certainly be counted upon; and, although
the matter in dispute was of less immediate impor-
Hoiiand and tance to England, yet it might fairly be expected that
ng an " James would not be content to look on when Pro-
testant Germany was assailed by Austria and Spain. He was,
perhaps, the more ready to give his help as he foresaw that the
forces on the other side were utterly unable to offer a prolonged
resistance. The divisions in the Austrian family had rendered
the Emperor powerless for the time, and Spain was engaged in
the suicidal operation of expelling from her territory the de-

1 Carew to Salisbury, April 5, 1609, 5. P,